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plish all these things through a variety of 

initiatives, projects, and events.     

 For our efforts, we were honored to re-

ceive on October 4 the prestigious Movers of 

Mountains Award from the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Association, which recognizes or-

ganizations and individuals who keep alive 

Dr. King’s legacy of service to others. In this 

and other issues of this newsletter, you will 

find stories on how KlaasKids has recently 

brought new hope to families.  

 For example, one of our most high-

profile programs is the KlaasKids Search 

and Rescue (SAR) team. So far in 2014, 

KlaasKids SAR has conducted 38 searches. 

These include deployments to Alabama in 

search of Hiawaya Robinson; Oregon for 

Kyron Horman; Indiana for Kristy Kelley 

and Joelle Lockwood; Maryland for the 

Hoggle children; and to Arkansas to search 

for missing 15-year-old Cassie Compton. 

 Little Sarah and Jacob Hoggle have been 

missing since September 8, 2014. Although 

Happy holidays! I, my family, and the entire 

KlaasKids team join in wishing you the very 

best for the coming season.  

 As we enter this time of year, however, I 

would like to ask you to remember those 

who will not be having such a happy holi-

day, because a critical part of their family is 

not there. I know from personal experience 

that the holidays are always bittersweet once 

a child has gone missing.   

 The problem of missing children is so 

overwhelming, it may seem almost impossi-

ble that anything can be done. However, you 

can do something! Here at the KlaasKids Founda-

tion, your generous gifts help to support a 

series of free programs designed, not just to 

find individual children (though we do that 

too), but to create a society that protects our 

children at home, makes it easier to find 

them when they are lost, and has legislation 

to get their offenders permanently off the 

streets. As we enter our 21st year of opera-

tion, KlaasKids continues to work to accom-
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the children were not found, we did assist 

law enforcement with their investigation. As 

KlaasKids SAR team leader StaceyDorsey  said, 

“Any time we can take a search area and put 

an X on it, we can take that back to law en-

forcement and say, ‘Here you go. They are 

not there.’” Then, Cassie Compton  went 

missing on September 14. The Stuttgart, AR, 

Police Department invited KlaasKids to or-

ganize and facilitate searches for Cassie. 

Three team members traveled to Stuttgart to 

train local volunteers to continue the search 

using KlaasKids protocols. 

 We are also able to bring to each situation 

something that police and government may 

not – a higher level of personal understand-

ing and care for each suffering family. For ex-

ample, it may not seem obvious that one of 

the greatest challenges for parents is that they 

may simply run out of money. The Klaas 

Family Housing Fund was established to as-

sist families of missing children with housing 

costs so that they can concentrate limited re-

sources on the recovery of their missing chil-

dren. 

 For example, on October 8, the Klaas Fam-

ily Housing Fund relieved six months of fi-

nancial burden from the shoulders of Ms. 

Dawn Drexel by paying her rent through the 

end of March 2015. In 2009, Dawn’s 17-year-

old daughter Brittanee Drexel had disap-

peared from Myrtle Beach, SC, where she was 

spending spring break with friends. Dawn 

has been financially strapped ever since she 

relocated to Myrtle Beach to continue the 

search for her daughter.  

 The Housing Fund was conceived and is 

primarily supported by Ms. Tracy McLaugh-

lin, a real estate professional with Pacific Un-

ion International Real Estate. Tracy is equally 

passionate about housing and giving back in 

ways that directly serve the community. 

 Then, on October 4, KlaasKids conducted 

our 20th annual Print-a-Thon event with the 

Dave Mungenast Automotive Family in St. 

Louis, MO. The Print-a-Thon program helps 

families assemble the information they would 

need to provide to law enforcement if their 

children should go missing. We are now 

providing official child IDs to the children of 

the children we originally fingerprinted and 

photographed back when we began this 

amazing partnership 20 years ago! The next 

weekend we traveled to Delano, CA, to con-

duct another Print-A-Thon with our West 

Coast partner, the Capital Insurance Group.   

 As a non-profit foundation, KlaasKids 

offers you the opportunity to directly support 

these and other hands-on, practical programs 

for child safety – programs that save lives and 

save families’ happiness. We have no inten-

tion of slowing down as we enter our third 

decade!  

 And remember: Our services always have 

been and always will be free to the public.  

 However, this means that we depend up-

on you. If you are seeking a tax deductible 

donation that will have a true impact in 2015, 

please consider our Foundation and the pow-

erful work we do. Help bring these families – 

and their children – new hope for the coming 

year.  
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The New Polly Center 

KlaasKids Search and Rescue Finds a New Home 

One of the most important activities of the 

KlaasKids Foundation is our Search and Res-

cue (SAR) team, devoted to helping Ameri-

ca’s families search for their missing children. 

Today housed in the new Polly Center in 

Florida, this aspect of our organization has 

continued to evolve over the past decade, 

leading hundreds of searches and helping to 

reunite or bring closure to families. Klaas-

Kids’ SAR division has served 972 families of 

missing children throughout the United 

States, including numerous high-profile ab-

duction cases, and has conducted 300 search-

es for missing persons.   

 First launched in 1994, KlaasKids spent its 

first decade assisting searches for missing 

children within the San Francisco Bay Area, 

including Xiana Fairchild, who was mur-

dered in 1999, and kidnap survivor Midsi 

Sanchez (2000). Then, in 2003 we formalized 

our SAR team by hiring Brad Dennis as our 

Director of Search Operations. His marching 

orders were simple: to help America’s fami-

lies search for their missing kids. Brad estab-

lished the Pensacola, FL, KlaasKids SAR 

team, and as its reputation grew, so did its 

caseload.  

 On October 1, 2013, a West Coast SAR 

team, under the leadership of Stacey Dorsey, 

was certified to assist by focusing on cases 

west of the Mississippi River. This decision 

was prompted in no small part by two high-

profile missing person cases in the San Fran-

cisco Bay Area: Michelle Le (kidnapped and 

murdered in 2011) and Sierra LaMar 

(disappeared in 2012; her murderer was 

caught though her body has never been re-

covered). The Foundation was active in both 

cases, and headed the search that led to the 

discovery of Michelle Le’s body. 

 So far in 2014, the KlaasKids SAR has con-

ducted 38 searches. These include deploy-

ments to Alabama in search of Hiawaya Rob-

inson; Oregon for Kyron Horman; Indiana for 

Kristy Kelley and Joelle Lockwood; Maryland 

for the missing Hoggle children; and to Ar-

kansas to search for missing 15-year-old Cas-

sie Compton. 

Continued on Page 4 
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KlaasKids Search and Rescue Finds a New Home 

 This April, the KlaasKids Foundation 

opened the Pensacola-based Polly’s Center, 

which now serves as home base for the Klaas-

Kids National SAR team. Polly’s Center also 

provides missing child specialists to perform 

case management duties for ongoing cases, 

and a technical analysis team which searches 

for missing children online. 

 The new facility is used to provide critical 

training to law enforcement and first re-

sponders, and personnel routinely assist law 

enforcement agencies from around the United 

States. For example, the Center recently fo-

cused its training on the epidemic of Com-

mercial Sex Exploitation of Children (CSEC) 

by hosting an online sting operation training 

for regional law enforcement officers. Train-

ers from Polly’s Center also traveled to Loui-

siana and provided an in-depth training to 

the Vernon Parish Sheriff’s Office and troop-

ers of the Louisiana State Police. 

 Utilizing a computer lab outfitted with ten 

dedicated systems, the Polly’s Center team 

also assists law enforcement agencies in 

searching and identifying potential victims of 

online human trafficking and exploitation. 

For example, in September 2014, Polly’s Cen-

ter volunteers were contacted by the Florida 

Department of Children and Families to assist 

in the recovery of two missing teenage girls 

believed to be exploited by human traffickers. 

 The team identified an online advertise-

ment posted on backpage.com resembling the 

two missing teenagers. They continued to re-

search until they compiled enough infor-

mation to warrant submitting a KlaasKids In-

telligence Lead. Upon receipt of the lead, the 

Department of Children and Families contact-

ed the authorities in the area where they set 

up a sting operation to rescue the two chil-

dren. Both are now back in the care of the de-

partment and are receiving the counseling 

and support they need. 

 Through the new Polly Center and SAR, 

the KlaasKids Foundation continues to ad-

vance our ability to provide a relevant re-

sponse to families and agencies searching for 

missing children. All of our services are 

offered free of charge. 

http://backpage.com/
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The New Polly Center 

KlaasKids Search and Rescue Finds a New Home 
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By Rosemarie D’Alessandro 

Finding Ways to Remember Joan 

Forty-one years ago, I survived one of the 

most horrific experiences anyone could ever 

have to go through: the rape and murder of 

my seven-year-old daughter, Joan, at the 

hands of a neighbor to whom she was deliv-

ering Girl Scout cookies. He lived just three 

houses away and claimed that he knew how 

to lure children because he was a teacher. Her 

case became an historic one, causing changes 

in Girl Scout rules and making parents more 

vigilant in how they monitored their children. 

In a way, society would never be quite so in-

nocent again. 

 Since then, I have worked to find ways to 

help protect other families from a similar ex-

perience, while commemorating my daughter 

and all she gave to the world during her brief 

time here. Through social action, setting up a 

new foundation, and creating a memorial, I 

have found new meaning and the strength to 

go on.  

 Joan was a happy, contented child with a 

twinkle in her eyes and a smile that warmed 

your heart. She stood up for herself, even at 

three years old, without reservation. She had 

a gentleness about her that went along with 

her spunkiness and social nature. Her out-

going character was balanced with enjoying 

peaceful times alone. She wasn’t afraid to try 

out a new experience such as ice skating or 

diving from the high board, putting herself 

into it wholeheartedly. A classmate told me 

how Joan brought her into the group and 

made her feel accepted.  

 I will always remember her last words she 

spoke to me as she ran out the door: “I will be 

right back.”  

 The loss was so great. I 

went through three months 

of complete shock; the 

smallest things could cause 

me enormous pain. But I 

knew I had to make a deci-

sion about whether to move 

forward, and I chose to live 

my life. To me, her death on 

Holy Thursday and being found on Easter 

Sunday was in its own way a message of 

hope.  

 The meaning of this message became all 

the more clear in 1993 when I found out that 

her killer was eligible for parole, 20 years af-

ter my child’s murder. I knew that I had to 

fight this. I began a grassroots movement by 

speaking to the media and starting a petition 

and ribbon campaign, in her favorite color 

green, to advocate for the denial of parole for 

the killer. Eighty thousand signatures helped 

to keep him in prison.  

 I would have to fight again each time the 

killer became eligible for parole, raising 

awareness of the safety of all children and 

families. During this process I saw a bigger 

picture, and that something had to be done to 

change this process.  I therefore fought for the 

adoption of laws guaranteeing that such crim-

inals would remain behind bars for life with-

out the possibility of parole. We found suc-

cess with Joan’s Law, which mandates that 

anyone who murders a child during the com-

mission of a sex crime will never get out of 

prison. However, it is not retroactive and can-

not apply to us.  

Continued on Page 7 

Joan D’Alessandro 
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Finding Ways to Remember Joan 

 But, at least three Joan’s Laws were signed 

and went into effect in New York, New Jer-

sey, and finally on the federal level. I remem-

ber standing in front of the Capitol steps with 

Marc Klaas and Congressman Bob Frank as 

we pushed for Joan’s Law and other, stronger 

child safety regulations. At present, I am 

working on a new law in New Jersey to ex-

pand Joan’s Law to protect children under 18. 

Hopefully, Joan’s Law can be the goal for oth-

er states as well.  

 I continue to commemorate Joan in other 

ways as well. In 1998, Joan’s special inspira-

tion guided me to form the Joan Angela 

D’Alessandro Memorial Foundation. The 

Foundation helped bring attention to child 

protection safety, enrich the lives of at-risk 

and underprivileged children, and promote 

victims’ rights.  

 Since its formation, more than 19 fundrais-

ers have been held and the Foundation has 

donated funds through its Fun, Education, 

and Safety Program. At-risk children and 

youth from Paterson and Passaic, NJ, have 

been able to go to the Washington, DC, Radio 

City Music Hall in New York, the Amish 

Country, and the New Jersey shore. The YCS 

Holly Center in Hackensack, NJ, has been 

able to take 65 children to Great Adventure 

for a dream day and children from the 

Jumoke School in Connecticut have been able 

to learn about careers with working dogs.  

  Then, in 2013, the 40th anniversary of 

Joan’s passing, I began to work on a project 

that would ensure that Joan and the safety of 

all children would never be forgotten.  This 

past June my vision became reality with the 

creation of the Joan Angela D’Alessandro 

White Butterfly Sculpture and Garden in the 

center of the town of Hillsdale, NJ, by the 

train station. This permanent granite sculp-

ture tells Joan’s story and stands with pride in 

the midst of a colorful, lush garden with a 

custom-made bench that has Joan’s signature 

on it. The White Butterfly that is carved on 

the front of the sculpture is a symbol of Joan’s 

spirit bringing hope and joy. It became a sign 

after I saw a white butterfly at the site where 

Joan’s body was found in 2006. 

 The sculpture and the surrounding garden 

will leave a lasting impression on all who 

view it for many years to come, and help to 

spread Joan’s story and promote social justice 

and child protection awareness. Joan’s legacy 

goes on with all the children she has saved 

and continues to save. Wouldn’t it be impact-

ful if there were child safety sculptures and 

gardens in other states too?    

 For more information and to get involved, 

please visit our website at www.JoansJoy.org 

or email Rosemarie D’Alessandro at 

Rosebd@email.com. 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&client=firefox-a&hs=PZM&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&channel=sb&biw=1187&bih=864&q=Jumoke+connecticut&spell=1&sa=X&ei=jO3PU8iFMMqSyATy54KICg&ved=0CBoQvwUoAA
mailto:Rosebd@email.com
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By Sonia Sandoval   

CMACO Joins KlaasKids for Child Safety

The KlaasKids Foundation is proud to an-

nounce a new partnership with a leading chil-

dren’s organization, the Center for Missing 

and Exploited Children’s Organizations 

(CMACO).  Based in Simi Valley, CA, CMA-

CO is a membership organization funded by 

the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention.   

 Its goal is to support other non-profit or-

ganizations working on missing children and 

related issues through capacity building and 

networking, providing a platform for collabo-

ration between organizations.  This communi-

cations hub allows organizations to share re-

sources, solutions, success stories, discussion 

forums, and social networks. CMACO also 

provides experts to create promising practices 

for organizations, helping them implement 

ideas through targeted technical assistance, 

site visits, networking, and an annual confer-

ence. 

 “CMACO is honored to be working with 

KlaasKids to better serve missing, abducted, 

and exploited children, along with their fami-

lies and communities,” said Project Coordina-

tor Kris Murphey.  

 In the past year, CMACO provided travel 

scholarships to several members to attend 

conferences, including the Dallas Crimes 

Against Children Conference in August.  “We 

have also been providing consultation ser-

vices to our members on fund development, 

board development, and strategic planning in 

an effort to support the growth and develop-

ment of their organizations,” Kris explained.  

“We hope to offer 

support to more of 

our members this 

year, as well as 

build community 

among missing and 

exploited children’s 

organizations 

across the country.” 

 Priorities for 

CMACO activities 

are set with careful 

consideration of in-

put from member or-

ganizations. There is 

never a cost for CMACO membership or any 

of its services. Membership is open and free 

to any 501(c)(3) organization that meets spe-

cific benchmarks. If you are interested, please 

visit the website at www.cmaco.org or con-

tact Kris Murphey at (707) 992-0834. 

 

http://www.cmaco.org


PLEASE DONATE TO THE KLAASKIDS FOUNDATION  

SO WE CAN PROVIDE OUR NEEDED SERVICES. 
 

Please Make Your Secure Donation Online at Klaas.kids.org 

Credit Card Donation 

Car Donation 

 MyBroker Donate 

Checks can be made payable to KlaasKids Foundation and sent to: 

KlaasKids Foundation ~ P.O. Box 925 ~ Sausalito, CA  94966 

 

E-mail: _______________________________________________ 
 

Please Make Your Tax Deductible Contributions to the KlaasKids Foundation Today  

~ No Amount is Too Large or Too Small. 

Thank you in advance for your contribution and support! 
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