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D uring the past six years, the
case of Polly Klaas has open-

ed the floodgates of public attention
and concern regarding the safety of
our children. Its effects have reached
far beyond the establishment and
efforts of the KlaasKids Foundation.
New innovations, technologies, and
ways of thinking come to the fore-
front as we take action for the sake
of future generations. And, as we
welcome the new millennium, the
KlaasKids Foundation continues to
influence and create innovative pro-
grams designed to benefit America’s
children.

Our most recent innovation is
the introduction of the “Do-It-
Yourself DNA Sampling Kit.” This
came about as a result of a question I
asked scientists during a tour of the
California DNA Laboratory in
Berkeley, California. Now, parents
can collect their children’s DNA, at
no cost, using household items.

According to recently released
FBI statistics, crime today is at a 25-
year low. As welcome as this good
news is, there is more to the story. In
1994, the US Department of Justice
announced that approximately
234,000 offenders convicted of rape
or sexual assault were under the
care, custody, or control of state and
federal corrections agencies. A
recently concluded KlaasKids
Foundation survey found that there
are now 318,112 sex offenders
registered in the United States,

representing a 36% increase in only
five years. So, please, don’t take your
eyes off your children just yet.

The Foundation’s National Child
Safety Awareness or Print-A-Thon
Program visited more than 125
communities throughout the United
States in 1999. During September and
October, we implemented 50 events
throughout Northern California in
conjunction with Safeway Stores, Inc.,
and General Mills, Inc. This program
alone allowed the Foundation to
fingerprint and photograph more than
10,000 children at no cost to families.
As is our practice, we did not data-
base children’s personal or privacy
information. Our goal continues to be
proactive, providing families with
tools that they can use to avoid
victimization.

Thanks to a generous grant from
Mr. Keith Eckhardt of Allied Video in
Englewood, Colorado, the Foundation
has been distributing our safety video
Missing: What To Do If Your Child
Disappears… for free at our Print-A-
Thon events. We are looking for

(Continued on page 3)
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   ollie Nagel, impresario of California’s Sonoma
   County Queen Bee Beanie Baby and Bear Show,

and Morgantown, Pennsylvania’s Sally Winey, world-
famous designer of the Beanie Babies that shook the
world, have joined forces in the most imaginative way yet
to raise funds for the KlaasKids Foundation.

Designing a New Beanie Bear
A Santa Rosa, California, mother of 8-year-old Annie and
10-year-old James, Mollie came up with the idea and tried
it out on Sally.

“Why don’t you make your most valuable Beanie
Baby to date a signed, limited-edition Winey Bear for
Polly?” Mollie suggested. “I’ll offer them to collectors at
Sally Winey events and give half the proceeds to the
KlaasKids Foundation.”
     “A great idea,” Sally agreed. “I’ll make them in Polly’s
favorite color. They’ll be cuddly little Polly Beanie Bears
of fine purple mohair.”

     Their inspiration
quickly produced five
different designs of
Teddy Bears for Polly
from Sally’s renowned
Winey Bear Collection.
Each Polly Bear’s left
paw is signed by the
designer who started the
Beanie Baby rage that
overtook the 1990s.
Attached to each of the
500 limited edition Polly
Bears is a small certifi-
cate of authenticity bear-
ing the name “Polly”

and an identification number followed by the signature of
“Sally A. Winey.”

Supporting the KlaasKids Effort
“We sell each bear for the usual $150
price of an original Winey Bear, but
half of it goes to support the fine
work for children being done by the
KlaasKids Foundation,” Mollie said.
“I have two children of my own, and
it’s so comforting to know that the

Foundation is making America safer for our kids.”
Teddy Bear magazine’s  October 1999 edition features

128 pages of pictures and articles about Bears and BB
Bean Bags. The cover story is titled, “Sally Winey: From
Artist to Manufacturer.” It’s obvious that the Beanie Baby
designer who created the most popular dolls in the world
and her companion in charity have hearts as warm as
those of their new Polly Beanie Bears.

Where to Buy Your Polly Bear
Looking for great Christmas presents for your family and
friends? Polly Beanie Bears may be obtained from Mollie
at her Queen Bee Distributing Company by calling (707)
792-1610. For Northern California collectors, Queen Bee
presents A Beanie Baby and Bear Show every first and
third Thursday at the Sun Plaza Resort in Rohnert Park,
California.

Half of the $150 purchase price ($75) for each Sally
Winey Polly Beanie Bear is deductible as a charitable
contribution to the KlaasKids Foundation.

By Joe Klaas
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IMPROVING REPORTING ON MISSING PERSONS

■

          very day, thousands of families
          of missing persons throughout
the country must suffer through the
agony of not knowing whether a
loved one is still alive. Each day these
families have to endure this pain can
seem like an eternity—and in some
cases it is unnecessary. Even though
the information we may need to find
missing persons is gathered by law
enforcement organizations, that
information is difficult to access.

In early 1999, I introduced a bill
called “Jennifer’s Law” that addres-
es this problem. The legislation is
named after Jennifer Wilmer, a native
of Long Island, New York, who has
been missing since 1993. Jennifer left
home at age 21 to move to California
in an effort to follow her dreams of
making it on her own. One day she
left her house in California to pick up
an airline ticket to go back to visit her
parents, but she never made it to the
travel agency.

Jennifer’s Law, just recently
passed by both houses of Congress
and waiting to be signed into law,
provides $2 million in grant money to
the States to improve the reporting of
unidentified and missing persons. By
entering complete files on uniden-
tified victims through the utilization
of existing technology, states can
cross-reference missing persons files
and help solve cold cases.

The Problem
In 1975, the Federal Bureau of
Investigations created the Missing
Persons File within its National
Crime Information Center (NCIC)
database. Eight years later, they
added an Unidentified Persons File to
the NCIC. Currently, local law
enforcement agencies enter informa-

tion into the Missing Persons File, but
are not required to cross-check cases
with the Unidentified Persons File.
Without this complete information,
the possible connection between
missing child and unidentified child
is never made.

The technology to do this has
been available for 16 years, and all
law enforcement officials have access
to it. However, the sad fact is that the
system remains completely under-
utilized due to manpower restrictions
and a lack of oversight.

As it currently stands, if a
deceased person is found and cannot
be identified, there is no way to make
a possible match to a missing person.
Therefore, the families of missing
persons might never know if their
loved one is alive or deceased. These
families deserve the sense of closure
that comes with knowing that their
child is no longer among the missing.

The Answer: Jennifer’s Law
Jennifer’s Law requires state law
enforcement to report information on
unidentified bodies they find to the
NCIC. The bill also provides funding
for the associated costs, making
available the necessary resources to
utilize the current technology of the
FBI and enable the cross-referencing
of the two databases.

Thousands of people like Jennifer
are reported missing every year. The
families of these missing people are
still awaiting news about their miss-
ing loved ones. Without the full use
of the cross-referencing system avail-
able with the NCIC, these families
may never have closure. Enactment
of this legislation will assist in bring-
ing that closure to parents of missing

children so that other families will
not have to endure the additional
pain the Wilmers have suffered.

When signed into law, Jennifer’s
Law will help ease the suffering of
families coping with the anguish of
unanswered questions. It will reas-
sure them that everything possible is
being done to reunite them with
loved ones. The funding for this
project is a small price to pay com-
pared to the cost of not knowing that
someone you love has been found.
And without this funding, thousands
of families will be deprived of a
chance for closure, a chance to move
on at last.

By Congressman Rick A. Lazio (R-NY)

corporate sponsors to underwrite the
cost of future distributions so that we
can continue to offer this comprehen-
sive package to families for free.

For more information on the “Do
It Yourself DNA Sampling Kit,” sex
offender registration by state, or to
obtain the video, please check out the
KlaasKids Foundation website at
www.klaaskids.org.

As we say farewell to the
twentieth century, we can all take
pride in knowing that we have made
strides in securing the rights of
America’s children. During this
holiday season, we ask you to join in
our ongoing campaign through your
generous tax-deductible donation. I
also urge you to consider joining as a
Foundation member by filling out the
Klaas Action Review subscription form
on the last page of this newsletter.

May the season bless you, and
keep your children safe.

MARC’S MESSAGE

Cont. from page 1

■
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Individuals Making a Difference

CHILD PERSONAL SAFETY: WHAT YOU

REALLY NEED TO KNOW

I

By Kenneth Wooden, Child Lures School Program

In most cases, children

are not physically

overpowered or threat-

ened with a weapon.

Instead, they are

deceived or caught

off-guard by any of 16

kinds of “lures.”

        became familiar with the alarming scope of crimes
        against children as an investigative reporter for the
major networks in the 1970s and ’80s. As a parent I was
appalled, and that compelled me to launch a national
prevention effort. I went directly to those who prey on
children to learn how they disarm unsuspecting young-
sters.

In interviews conducted at prisons across the country,
I learned that in most cases of abuse and abduction,
children are not physically overpowered or threatened
with a weapon. Instead, they are deceived or caught off-
guard by what I call “lures.” My 20 years of research
identified 16 different lures used individually or in
various combinations, by predators both known and
unknown to the child. My background as an educator
inspired me to use this invaluable information to create
the Child Lures School Program, which has been adopted
by more than 1,000 school systems across the country.

When it comes to every parent’s worst nightmare—
the criminal abduction of a child—the FBI estimates that
200–300 cases occur across America each year. Roughly
half are murdered. In over 50% of these cases, the initial

contact site is within a mile
of the victim’s home; 74%
are girls, and 50% are 12 or
older.

   What is not figured
into these statistics are the
untold number of children
who are abducted, often
for short periods of time,
abused, and then let go. In
fact, most crimes against
children go unknown to
the general public, many
taking place in the homes
of neighbors, friends, and

co-workers—by people we would never suspect.
Communities are beginning to declare war on these

criminals, mainly through the passage of notification laws
(i.e., Megan’s Law). While undoubtedly helpful, I fear
these laws may give communities a false sense of security
for a variety of reasons.

First, the responsibility of registering rests on the
criminal himself. Not surprisingly, many offenders take
their chances and don’t bother to register. Furthermore, it
is not uncommon for those who abuse children to have
dozens of victims before being caught for the first time.
Many others are arrested but never convicted. Some are
convicted, but “plea down” to escape being placed on a
list of registered offenders. Keep in mind that most crimes
against children are never even reported. Most disturbing
of all: A reported 20–30% of these crimes are now perpet-
rated by other children, many victims of abuse them-
selves.

Empowering Our Children
So, how do we best protect our children? The key is
knowledge. Even very young children know that some
things can be dangerous—moving cars, hot kitchen
stoves, electrical outlets, swimming pools, and so forth.
Just as we routinely instill in our children a healthy
awareness of potentially dangerous things, so too can we
teach them to avoid potentially dangerous people and
situations.

Some well-meaning individuals feel it is unreasonable
and even harmful to “make children responsible for their
own safety.” I find that line of thinking unrealistic, since
we simply cannot be with our children every minute of
every day. In fact, the growing-up process necessities that
we help our children become increasingly independent
and teach them how to make decisions for themselves.
That includes being able to size up people and situations.

Understandably, protecting kids from abuse and
criminal abduction is a difficult topic for parents to face.
Recently, a mother called me and confessed to being
absolutely terrified by the idea of someone abusing her
child or, even worse, kidnapping him. How could she
broach the subject when she could barely even let herself
think about such a violation of innocence?

I suggested she compare it to installing a smoke
detector in her house or having a fire escape plan with her
family. The thought of a fire is terrifying, but the chance of
it actually happening is remote. However, being prepared
for the possibility is essential—and helps put one’s mind
at ease. Above all else, keep things in perspective: Most
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people are kind, safe, and dedicated to the well-being of
children. Statistically speaking, most youngsters will pass
through the garden of childhood untouched by abuse.

Children are eager to learn personal safety strategies,
for they cater to basic survival instincts. Keep in mind
that most youngsters today are well aware that crimes
can and do happen to children. You might be surprised
how well informed your kids already are from watching
the news, reading the paper or just talking to classmates.
I’ve personally taught Child Lures Prevention strategies
to over 250,000 children who assure me that they felt
empowered rather than scared.

Child Lures Prevention Strategies
Some basic personal safety strategies follow, excerpted from
the Child Lures School Program’s Parent Guide:
• Avoid scare tactics. Explain that most adults would
never do anything to harm a child; those who do are the
exception.
• Teach children basic sex education, i.e., the areas of the
body covered by a bathing suit are private.
• Establish that inappropriate touches are against the law.
This gives children confidence to assert themselves with
those who try to abuse them.
• Allow children to express affection on their own terms.
Do not prod them to “Give Uncle Jimmy a kiss” or “Give
Aunt Susan a hug.”
• Develop strong communication skills with your child-
ren. Explain the importance of reporting attempted or
actual abuse to you or another trusted adult. Stress that
there should be no secrets from you, especially those
involving grown-ups.
• Volunteer to chaperone extracurricular activities, espec-
ially those involving overnight trips.
• Do not rely entirely on “The Buddy System.” While it
may make children (and parents) feel safer, its effective-
ness is questionable. In many documented cases, sisters,
brothers and playmates have been victims of terrible
crimes when together.
• Teach children that, should they become lost or separ-
ated from you, it’s generally a good rule to seek out a
woman for assistance (preferably a mom or someone
working behind a counter at a place of business).
• Make sure that even very young children know their
full name, complete address and phone number (includ-
ing area code). Practice dialing a 911 operator with them.
• Youngsters should never get in a car or go with some-
one without your direct permission. Children should be

extra cautious if they are promised a gift or money or
asked to help look for a lost puppy or other pet. They
should refuse, get to safety, and report the incident
immediately.
• Above all, encourage children to recognize, trust and
follow their instincts—and listen to your own instincts. If
a situation or person makes you or your child uneasy,
believe in your feelings and act on them.

Taking Charge of the Problem
Child exploitation has mushroomed into a social epidemic
that robs far too many youngsters of their full human
potential.  All too often, it contributes to learning disabilities,
school drop out, teen pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse,
depression, suicide, and even violent crime. The recent surge
in violent behavior among young people, both in and out of
school, highlights the need to address these problems at their
root.

When I was growing up in the 1940s and ’50s, polio
was the disease most feared by children and parents alike.
Thanks to Dr. Jonas Salk and his vaccine, polio is now
preventable. Think of child lures prevention as a vaccine
as well. Teaching these prevention measures to kids
should be as routine as taking them for their scheduled
immunization shots.

Preventing crimes against children is so basic to their
well being and educational success that it must be
incorporated into every school’s permanent health
curriculum. Parents, schools, and Child Lures Prevention:
Together we can make child exploitation as uncommon
tomorrow as polio is today!

Contact Us!
For more information on the Child Lures Community
Plan, visit www.childlures.org or write to:
Child Lures Prevention
5166 Shelburne Road
Shelburne, Vermont 05482

Ken Wooden is a leading child safety expert whose work on
behalf of children spans three decades. A published author with
a background in education, Wooden is creator of the Child Lures
School Program and its supplement, the Child Lures Parent
Guide. Both are used by over 1,000 school systems nationwide.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

T          he KlaasKids Foundation
          relies entirely on the gifts of its
thousands of wonderful supporters.
It would be impossible to list each
one of you due to lack of space; in this
donor roster, we recognize those who
have made a special effort, giving a
gift of $50 or more. However, gifts of
any size are always welcome. Many
thanks for your wonderful generosity
on behalf of America’s children.

Corporate Donors
Adams Jeep Eagle, Inc.
ADESA Sacramento
Aiken County Emergency Services
Alan Jay Automotive Mgmt., Inc.
Allied-Vaughn Video Duplication
Alpine County Chamber of
    Commerce
Alpine County Deputy Sheriff’s
    Association
America Against Graffiti, Inc.
Anesthesia Services
Anthony Pontiac
Artworks
Atlantic Star Broadcasting
Autohaus on Edens
Autohaus VW
Beardmore Chevrolet
Beatty Televisual
Billion Lincoln-Mercury-Mazda-
    BMW
Bill’s Monterey Custom Motorcycles
BKW Enterprise
Burt Watson Freeland Chevrolet
Cable Rep Advertising
California Correctional Peace Officers
    Association
CBS Promotions
Chancellor Marketing Group
Cherry Hill Volvo
Circus Circus Hotel
Citizens Utilities Company
City of Oakland Park
Club Corporation of America

Comcast Cable - Eatontown, NJ
Comcast Cable - Gadsden, AL
Comcast Cable - Huntsville, AL
Comcast Cable - Little Rock, R
Comcast Cable - Tupelo, MS
Comcast Cable Communictions, Inc.
County Lumber
Cox Communications
Cramer Motors, Inc.
Dahl & DiLuca Ristorante
Denton Publishing Company
Dewey Ford
Diehl Ford
Don Bohn Ford
DWJ Enterprises
E.H.R.S.-Apline City
Elitha Donner Elementary PTA
Ernie Guzman Pontiac-GMC
Family Resource Center
Focused Promotions
Fort Pierce Nissan
Fort Worth Star Telegram
Fox News Network
Freeland Motors
Galpin Ford
Garcia Realty
Gearhart Chevrolet
General Growth Limited Partnership
     /Spring Hill Mall
General Mills
Gerald Jones Honda
Gerstenberg Foundation
Grubbs Nissan
Hamilton Chevrolet
Hampton Financial
Hawthorne Chevrolet
Henk, Bock, Leonard & Vega Inc.
Hewlett Packard Corporation
Hilton Cherry Hill
Hilton Sacramento Arden West
Hilton Towers San Jose
Holiday Inn Auburn
Hurd-Buick-Chevrolet
Infinity Broadcasting Corp
Jackson Chevrolet

Jerry Aspinall Sales, Inc.
Jim Burke Ford
Johnston Rhode Island Police
    Department
Junior League of Battle Creek
KISS FM 98.1
KSPX 29
La Quinta Inn, Inc.
Lawson Autoplex
Lease Link
Lincoln Mercury
L’Opera Ristorante
Merrill Gardens at Citrus Heights
Mike Daugherty Chevrolet
Mike Davidson Ford
Montgomery Police Department
Noller Lincoln Mercury
North Hill Mall
Northbrook Court/GGP Limited
     Partnership
Northside Ford
Office Depot - Vallejo, CA
O’Neill Automotive Inc.
O’Neill Honda
Orland Toyota
Oxmoor Toyota/Star Ford
Paine Webber Inc.
Palanker Chevrolet
Paramus Auto Mall
Peppermill Hotel Casino
Perry Lincoln Mercury
Precision Toyota of Tucson
Roberts Ford
S.L.R.C.
Sacramento’s Red Lion Inn
Safeway Stores, Inc.
Santa Barbara Flex, Inc.
Sarasota Ford
Sentry Technology
Sharon W. Nash Living Trust
Shoreline Computers
Sign Solutions
Signature Fitness Corp.
Sorensen’s Resort
Spalding Lincoln
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St. Leo’s School
Stenger Ford
Stuart Rental
Sundance Dodge, Inc.
Susse Chalet Inn
The Commonwealth of Massa-
    chusetts
The Dave Mungenast Automotive
     Family
The Greater New Jersey Chevrolet
     Dealers Association
The Maisel Foundation
Titan Supply Inc.
Toy Alley
Toyota of Cleveland Inc.
TTT West Coast, Inc.
Union Bank of California
United Way
Victory Ford Lincoln Mercury, Inc.
Volunteer Center of Marin County
W.S. Healey Brothers Chevrolet
Walser Auto Sales, Inc.
West Coast Carports, Inc.
Western Career College
WFMS 95.5 Radio
Winey Bears
WKLME Radio/Chancellor
    Marketing
Woodfords Auto Service
Youth Guidance Connection

Individual Donors
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Allen
Mr. Bruce Anderson
Mr. Lance Autry
Mr. Michael Ayrey
Ms. Patricia Barlow
Mr. Brady Barnes
Mr. H. Preston Belcher
Ms. Dawn Bennett
Mr. Mike Berkes
Ms. Stephanie Berta
Ms. Amy Bowman
Ms. Cynthia Bulltert Toms
Ms. Patricia Byrne

Ms. Kathleen Caron
Ms. Eva Cheer
Ms. Mary Jo Corcoran
Ms. Susan Cutliff
Mr. Richard Cynko
Ms. Jacqueline Daniel
Ms. Milda Donahoe
Mr. Wayne Eck
The Carrie Family
Mr. Joe Foos
Mr. Kevin Forman
Mr. Jason Fresko
Ms. Veronica Garcia
Ms. Dana Gatewood
Ms. Danella George
Ms. Linda Giovannini
Ms. Caroline Gladkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Horowitz
Ms. Linda Hunter
Mr. Kelby Jones
Mr. John Klaas
Mr. Gregory Kohs
Ms. Kala Limaye
Ms. Jean Lovell
Ms. Halyna Lowenbein
Ms. Jeanne Mahoney
Ms. Diane McDowell
Ms. Marilyn McKenzie
Ms. Lindsay Mickles
Terry Monore
Ms. Kathleen Moore
Ms. Eva Moredock
Mr. Hector Moreno
Ms. Molly Munro
Ms. Rhonda Murnane
Ms. Molli Nagel
Mr. Jeffrey Oakes
Mr. Michael Paranzino
Mr. Mark Parker
Mr. and Mrs. James Plankey
Ms. Lee Praught
Ms. Terry Rajasenan
Mr. Paul Reynolds
Ms. Jeanine Rhodes
Ms. Gayle Riegler

Ms. Nina Rivkind
Ms. Alyson Rossi
Mr. Antonio Sacramento
Ms. Marie Santa
Mr. Matthew Schibler
Ms. Melissa Schildcraut
Dr. Kirk Shamley
Ms. Minnie Sickles
Ms. Marcia Stauffer
Mr. Charles Steiner
Ms. Bambi Tesmond
Mr. Robert Teufel
Ms. Dolores Thompson
Ms. Elana Tsingos
Ms. Jennifer Uibel
Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Veatch
Mr. Brian Vieau
Mr. Eric Weinberger
Ms. Kimberly Williams
Ms. Sarah Young
Mr. Herman Zellmer
Mr. Eugene Zimmermann
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P. O. BOX 925
SAUSALITO, CA 94966

To join the KlaasKids Foundation, please fill out this form
and return it to the address below. Your tax-deductible
membership costs just $15.00 per year, and includes a
subscription to the quarterly Klaas Action Review, with news
and information, practical tips, events, and more.

Members may also receive:

❑  Information on starting a National Community
Empowerment program.

❑  Safety information for your children.

❑  Information about how to support legislation against
crime in your state.

❑  Other: ___________________________________

As a personal gift, you will also receive the Children’s
Identification Packet and a beautiful “Polly, We Love You”
pin, in memory of our inspiration, Polly Klaas.

Name: __________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

❑  Enclosed please find my tax-deductible donation of
$_________.

 ❑  Discover Card ❑  Visa          ❑  MasterCard

Credit card number is:  ___________________________

Expiration date: ___________________

Be sure to check out our website at http://www.klaaskids.org for
regular updates and information on child safety. Give us your
feedback!

Nonprofit Org.
Bulk Rate
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