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     he haunting little faces have
     been accumulating since the

1981 kidnapping of Kevin Collins.
Amber, Michaela, Jaycee, Eileen,
Nikki, Polly, Mitchell, Jonathan,
Christina, and Xiana—to name but a
few of the child victims who seemed
to disappear as if waved away by a
magic wand. Framed by missing
posters, aged by software, they are a
constantly growing lineup of lost
souls, staring at us from newsprint
and on television screens, poignantly
reminding us of the San Francisco
Bay Area’s legacy of loss.

On rare occasions the lost
children return home in mini-coffins
or body bags, and of course that has
nothing to do with magic. Instead,
dogged investigation, sightings, tips,
good fortune, and the accumulated
knowledge of experience close the
cases and deposit unrepentant killers
in prisons and penitentiaries. But
most remain in limbo, neither here
nor there, the subjects of rumor and
innuendo, visiting in dreams or on
days that denote special significance
like National Missing Children’s
Day (May 25), or holidays and
anniversaries.

Occasionally hope replaces
despair when children are rescued
from or escape the clutches of evil.
But these cases too, are problematic.
Twelve-year-old Katie Romanek,
stolen from her home in Lodi,
California, in 1994 and recovered
alive less than 24 hours later due to

an exemplary law enforcement res-
ponse represents a victory; but, alas,
she is not my child. Or, the amazing
case of Jeanette Didway who relied on
her own resources to escape a
kidnapper in San Jose, California, in
April 1999, only to see her assailant
receive the benefit of the doubt from
the prosecutor.

While walking home from school
on April 27, 1999 16-year-old Jeanette
Didway was followed by an unkempt,
heavily tattooed man driving a van.
He got out of the van and attacked
Jeanette, who quickly and fortunately
found refuge in the passenger seat of
an unknown woman’s vehicle. The
tattered stranger broke the passenger
side window, grabbed Jeanette’s leg
and tried to pull her out of the vehicle.
In fear for her life, Jeanette resisted his
attempts as the driver summoned
police with her cell phone. Randall
Cabral was arrested and charged with
attempted kidnapping; vandalism;
battery on a police officer; possession
of a dangerous weapon; false impris-
onment and resisting a police officer.
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    ne of the most terrifying
    and moving moments of any

capital trial is when the family of the
victim is allowed to provide victim impact
statements for or against the death
penalty. On Friday, May 19, 2000, Karl
Douglas Roberts was convicted of capital
murder and sentenced to die by lethal
injection for the kidnap, rape, and murder
of his 12-year-old niece, Andrea Brewer.
This is the victim impact statement of her
mother, Rebecca DeMauro.

The effects this brutal crime has had
on me and my family are devastating.
We have not only lost trust, under-
standing, and the ability to forgive,
but we have lost a precious gift from
God, a 12-year-old little girl who cap-
tured the heart of every person she met.

She Wanted to be a Schoolteacher
Andi was a beautiful person who did not deserve the evil
that befell her. She was a kind, loving, gentle soul who
loved children and wanted to be a schoolteacher when

she grew up, but she has
been denied that privilege.
Because of this horrendous
crime my daughter lost her
life. She will never go to
junior high or high school.
She will never have a first
date or a first kiss. She was
denied her Senior Prom.
Andi will never fall in love
and get married.

   I will never hold my
grandchildren from my
first-born daughter because
she is dead. I can only visit

her at Six Mile Cemetery, where what
remains of her is a five-foot headstone
marked with her name.

Twelve years is not living life to
its fullest. Twelve years was only the
beginning for Andi and she was
robbed of a wonderful life. Andi was

a modest child who would not have
harmed a soul, once even com-
pelling her stepfather, Kris, to go
out in a thunderstorm to cover the
neighbor’s kennel with a plastic
tarp because the dogs inside were
getting drenched.

Living with the Memories
Andi loved her life and was a
happy well-adjusted child. She was
a little girl whose smile and
laughter demonstrated the
innocence of who she was. I love
and miss her desperately every day.
My thoughts are never far from her
and weeping has become a daily
occurrence. If only I could have

          done something to save her from
the predator lurking in the family; but I didn’t know.
Now I have to live with thoughts and mental images of a
crime so horrendous that even the toughest of law
enforcement officers were brought to tears. I am
tormented daily with thoughts of my little girl screaming
for help with no one to hear her cries. I live nightly with
the demons that torment my soul screaming to me that I
was not there to stop this, that I couldn’t help my
daughter the one time in her life that she needed me most.

This crime has crushed my  family into the dirt of
society. People are uncomfortable and refuse to mention
the crime to us in fear that we might fall into a heap. Andi
was part of me, my blood pumped through her veins, and
now whenever I mention her people shy away from the
subject.

This crime has made us freaks and we did nothing
wrong. We tried our best to raise a little girl to adulthood
and give her a normal life. Her normal life ended on May
15, 1999, when she was abducted out of the privacy of her

(Cont. on page 3)

Victim Andrea Brewer

Andi was a beautiful

person who did not

deserve the evil that

befell her. She was a

kind, loving, gentle soul

who loved children

and wanted to be a

schoolteacher.
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home, raped, and strangled. She
didn’t deserve that.

Asking for Justice
My sentencing recommendation

for the defendant is the death penalty.
He gave up his right to live a full life
when he made the choice to abduct,
rape and murder a 12-year-old-girl.
My lovely daughter wasn’t given the
chance to plead before a court of law
for her life; instead she was brutally
murdered.

The defendant does not deserve
the sympathy of the court. He is the
one who destroyed the lives of many
people, including that of his own
wife and children. The only one who
deserves sympathy is Andi; she has
suffered the most. Justice will not be
served if the defendant is simply

              he KlaasKids Foundation has
              recently been represented at
many important forums throughout
the United States.
• For the fourth consecutive year, we
attended and participated in the
Melanie Ilene Rieger Conference in
Waterbury, Connecticut.
• Marc Klaas also gave a presentation
on Victim’s Rights vs. Victim’s
Responsibility at Western Connec-
ticut State University in Danbury.
• We are honored to accept an
invitation to keynote the Jimmy Ryce
Guardian Angel Award presentation
to “America’s Most Wanted” host
John Walsh.
• On May 17, the KlaasKids Found-
ation simultaneously announced the
C.A.R.E. Alert in five Sacramento
Valley counties and held the fifth

annual Safe In Our World fundraising
event for the KlaasKids Foundation
and Interstate Association for Stolen
Children.
• On May 19, Marc Klaas testified
before the Congressional House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime on
behalf of HR 4047 “Two Strikes and
You’re Out” Law and HR 894
“Aimee’s Law.”
• On June 6-8, we participated in the
OJJDP National Juvenile Justice
Summit in Washington, D.C. The core
agenda of the conference is to create a
Declaration for Juvenile Justice in the
21st Century.
• June 12: An article on the death
penalty, written by Marc Klaas,
appeared in Newsweek magazine,
June 12 issue.

        eanne Boylan, the renowned
        portraitist whose unique artistic
and psychological skills captured the
likeness of Polly’s killer, has just
published her long-anticipated
memoir, Portraits of Guilt. Jeanne is
the common denominator between
most of the high-profile cases in the
last several years—having also
worked on the Unabomber,
Oklahoma City, Susan Smith, Ennis
Cosby, and Good Samaritan case here
in the Bay Area.

Ms. Bonnie Campbell, Director of
the Violence Against Women Office of
the U.S. Department of Justice, says,
“Jeanne turned a field once consid-
ered to be simply artistic into a pro-
fessional and academic discipline.”
Although we do not offer book
reviews, this important and insightful
book is a must-read for anyone with
an interest in criminal justice,
victimization, the creative process,
and the evolution of a truly great
lady.

given life in prison. That says to
others that it is okay to commit brutal
sex crimes against children.

I wish each one of you here today
could have had the privilege of
knowing Andi. She was a wonderful
human being who deserved to live.
The defendant does not deserve life.
We would all be better off if he were
dead—the world would be rid of one
more evil creature and the citizens of
Arkansas would be spared the
expense of housing and feeding a
confessed child killer.

The death penalty is the only
sensible solution in this case for the
sake of all children, for the sake of the
citizens of Arkansas, and, most of all,
for the sake of Andi. My daughter
deserves to rest in peace, and the
death of her killer would warrant
that.

THE IMPACT ON THE FAMILY

NEW CHILD ABUSE

RESOURCE GUIDE

■

I

■

       nnocence Lost? by Debbie Mahon-
      ey is a leading resource guide for
both online and offline information
for protecting children from the
trauma of abuse.

First published in December
1999, this important and valuable
addition to your library is full of
information to assist parents in
avoiding and dealing with the after-
math of tragedy. It is available in
bookstores and online at Ama-
zon.com.
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STOP PROFITEERING IN HUMAN MISERY

T

By Adam B. Schiff, California Senate

     he Internet explosion has brought the world many
     wonders and has provided creative minds with

seemingly limitless commercial opportunities. Yet, there is
one phenomenon we could all do without—the
proliferation of felon memorabilia for sale over the
Internet. Among the recent offerings seen on various
Internet sites are the hair and fingernails of a serial killer,
autographed photographs of another, and the dirt from
under John Wayne Gacy’s house.

First enacted in 1986, California’s “Son of Sam” law,
Civil Code Section 2225, was passed to ensure that
convicted felons do not profit from their crimes by selling
their story rights to the crime or other property for profit,
while their victims go uncompensated. The law, named
after the New York serial killer who sold the story rights
to his gruesome crimes for a substantial sum of money,
imposes a constructive trust upon any proceeds received
by the felon from the sale of materials that are based on
the felon’s story. The law also imposes a constructive trust
upon any profits received by the felon from the sale of
anything with its value enhanced by the notoriety gained
from the felon’s crime.

A Loophole in the Law
However, convicted killers have found a gaping loophole
in the law and are exploiting it.

Marc Klaas, found numerous personal items of
Richard Allen Davis, his daughter’s convicted kidnapper
and killer, for sale over the Internet. He brought this
problem to my attention last December. Apparently, a
flaw in the current law still allows a convicted killer to
personally profit from their crimes when an agent or
representative carries out the sale of the killer’s personal
memorabilia on his behalf.

That is why I authored Senate Bill 1565, and have
worked with Marc Klaas to stop the profiteering in felon
memorabilia. Senate Bill 1565 would expand California’s
“Son of Sam” law to also seize the profits of a sale when a
representative of the felon or a third party sells any
memorabilia or other thing of a convicted felon, and the
items’ value has been enhanced by the notoriety of the
crime. The bill does not prevent the sale of these items,
but the item’s enhanced value due to the notoriety of the
felony is subject to seizure through a constructive trust.

In addition, SB 1565 would apply the law to sales of

felon memorabilia by
“profiteers of the felony,”
which includes any third
party who sells any
memorabilia of the
convicted felon. So, if a
person sold a guitar once
owned by Charles Manson
for $2,500, but the fair
market value of a similar
used guitar would only be
$500, $2,000 could be seized
for the victim’s families.

While this extension to
third parties may affect their ability to speculate and
profit on felon memorabilia, I firmly believe it is an
appropriate exercise of the state’s police power to protect
the public health and safety.

Using Earnings to Benefit Victims
Senate Bill 1565 declares the state’s compelling interest in
ensuring that convicted felons do not profit from their
crimes and that victims of crime are compensated by
those who harm them; protecting crime victims and their
families from renewed grief and suffering; and limiting
the risk of crime that may result from the renewed
notoriety of the felony and the convicted felon. The bill
also declares that these strong interests outweigh the
interest of the convicted felon and others to profit from
the sale of the felon’s memorabilia.

The time has come for us to stop this shameful
profiteering in human misery. States can and should use
their police powers to promote public welfare and protect
public safety. Convicted felons must pay for their crimes,
not profit from them.

On May 18, 2000, Senate Bill 1565 was unanimously
approved by the California State Senate by a 40-0 vote.
California’s top law enforcement officer, Attorney General
Bill Lockyer, also supported its passage. I am very grateful
for this broad showing of support and hope to present the
measure to Governor Davis for his signature this fall.

Senator Adam Schiff represents the 21st State Senate
District, including Burbank, Glendale, Pasadena, and the
surrounding communities. He can be reached at (626) 683-0282
or via e-mail at senator.schiff@sen.ca.gov.

CA Senator Adam Schiff

■
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THE MARKETING OF MURDERABILIA
By Andy Kahan

W      hen I innocently typed “serial killer” into the
      Ebay Auction search engine in late September

1999 and three items appeared, I began to monitor the site
on a daily basis. Since then, I have seen as many as 189
listed auction items, with an overall average in the low
hundreds.

Manufactured auction and sale items include serial
killer dolls, snow-globes, clocks, t-shirts, calendars, and
psycho killer comic trivia. Items produced by the killers
themselves include artwork, handprints, autographs, hair
samples, autographed socks, and fingernail clippings.

Clumps of hair have been sold by a veritable serial
killer Who’s Who—New York cannibal Arthur Shawcross;
Florida’s highway killer Glen Rogers; railway killer Angel
Rasendiz Ramirez; and California serial killers Lawrence
“Pliers” Bittaker, Roy Norris, William Suff, Douglas
Clark, and Charles Manson. Even dirt from John Wayne
Gacy’s crawl space was auctioned.

Although not a new phenomenon, the online sale and
auctioning of criminal collectibles has created an ever
expanding market of the macabre; making it possible for
dealers to reach a wider and more public market. In other
words, the Internet has allowed the seamy underbelly of
the collectible market to become mainstream.

Unbelievably, this is perfectly legal. There are no laws
preventing killers from profiting from their notoriety.
Ebay justifies their moral lapse by pointing out that they
are simply following the law and that the marketplace
will determine whether an item can be sold. Ebay has
refused all requests to shut down the serial killer auction
site. Of course, since Ebay receives a percentage of every
sale, they join the killers and their agents in the profit
from murderabilia. Several months ago I requested that
Ebay donate all proceeds received from murderabilia
back to victim service groups. I have yet to receive a
response.

The so-called Son-of-Sam laws were enacted in 1977
due to outrage over reported book deals offered to New
York serial killer David Berkowitz. The law allowed
authorities to seize profits and give them to the victims of
the crime. In 1991, the United States Supreme Court voted
8-0 to strike it down. The law had been challenged by
publishing company Simon & Schuster, who paid former
Mafia informant Henry (Goodfellas) Hill for his life story.

Thus each state was advised to construct more
narrowly defined laws to restrict criminals from profiting.
Essentially, the Son-of-Sam laws are dormant, subject to
challenge. A recent example would be of convicted child-
rapist Mary Kay Latourneau. The Washington State Court
of Appeals ruled she may earn royalties from books,
movies, and interviews. The court overturned the judge’s
sentence that barred her from profiting.

Serial killer Roy Norris wrote several letters that were
published in a book appropriately titled Serial Killer
Letters. His letters discussed business dealings with an
outside agent—he would receive profits in return for
providing items such as fingernail clippings, hair,
handprints, artwork, and letters. Norris wrote he was
upset because the dealer owed him $7,500.00 and had not
paid him. Norris’s items can be found on the Ebay site.

Other items of note include a recently released
documentary called Collectors, which focuses on two of
the country’s premier serial killer collectors. A hard-to-
find board game titled Serial Killer was marketed in a
body bag for $50. The object is to kill the most babies
(game pieces) and become the king of serial killers. The
game is banned in Canada.

Over the last ten months I have seen numerous items
on the Ebay serial killer auction site, including hair
samples from the likes of Angel Rasendiz Ramirez,
Douglas Clark, Glenn Rogers and Lawrence Bittaker; and
letters from Henry Lee Lucas, John King (Jasper, TX
dragging death), Coral Eugene Watts, Arthur Shawcross,
Bettie Beets, and Richard Davis. Even the autopsy report
of murder victim Nicole Brown Simpson and the death
certificate of homicide victim Sharon Tate were auctioned
off. I can’t fathom a more nauseating feeling than to find
out that the person who murdered your loved one is now
making a buck off of his dastardly deed.

I encourage each of you to contact your elected
officials and implore them to sponsor legislation similar to
that introduced by California State Senator Adam Schiff
(see page 4). It takes all of us working together to put a
stop to this nonsense. Let us join forces in every state and
curb this abhorrent industry of murderabilia—say “No”
to killers making money off the innocent victims they
brutally murdered.

Andy Kahan is the Director, Crime Victims Division, to the
Mayor of Houston, TX.
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AN ANIMAL CAN’T BE WORTH MORE

THAN A CHILD

T
By Wendy Dager

      here has been a blitz of attention to the case of Leo,
      the little white dog that was thrown into traffic in

San Jose, California, in a weird and appalling example of
road rage several months ago. I’m not surprised to hear of
yet another whacked-out nut case who couldn’t control
his anger. I am, however, a little confused by the results of
his actions.

Donations of $110,000 were received for a fund
established for information leading to the capture of Leo’s
killer. My inner turmoil stems from a statement in an
Associated Press article by Ron Harris that reads, “The
outpouring of private donations…exceeds that collected
for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the
person who abducted seven-year-old girl, Xiana Fair-
child….”

Was it true that people care more for a dead dog than
a missing child? Or had I deluded myself into believing
that Leo vs. Xiana was more than just apples and

oranges?
I spoke with Marc Klaas,

whose 12-year-old
daughter, Polly, was
abducted at knifepoint
from her Petaluma home in
1993. There was a lot of
media attention given to
Polly’s case, too, and after
65 days of searching, the
world grieved when Polly
was found dead. After
Polly’s death, her father
started the KlaasKids
Foundation and has given
numerous interviews on

subjects relating to child abduction.
I didn’t want to appear insensitive by asking him to

compare an abducted youngster with the killing of a dog,
but Klaas proved quite receptive. “I think it’s really a
valid comparison and I think it deserves a deeper
exploration,” he assured me.

While he admitted his emotions about the case were
as mixed as mine, Klaas said he understood that animals
are often surrogate children for their owners. “Some
people like dogs more than they like kids,” he said. Still,

he believes the outpouring of response to Leo’s death was
part of a bigger picture.

“I think it was really a reaction to cruelty against
another living thing,” he said. “A person who would do
that is on the edge of absolute violence and, quite easily,
the next victim could be a child.”

Klaas suggests that people may not be as quick to
donate money to the search for an abducted child
because, as in the case of Xiana Fairchild, the
circumstances surrounding the disappearance may be
muddy. “When my daughter, Polly, was kidnapped,
people responded in huge numbers. We very quickly had
a half a million dollars plus the $200,000 that was offered
by (actress) Winona Ryder,” he said. “We got the money
quickly because it was obvious that something cruel and
horrible had happened to her.”

Part of the problem behind what might be construed
as minimal involvement in a child abduction case, says
Klaas, is the way current legislation is worded. In Idaho,
for example, missing children are not considered to be
kidnapped.

“If a kid disappears in Idaho, the kid is a runaway,
and that serves two purposes,” said Klaas. “The first is
that if it’s not an abduction and it’s a runaway, then law
enforcement doesn’t have to dedicate any resources to
recovering that child. And second, if it’s a runaway and
it’s not a kidnapping, it makes their crime statistics look
very favorable and encourages people to move to their
state.” In other words, if you don’t see the kid get stolen,
then something else must have happened.

“Our Foundation is about stopping crimes against
children by proactively finding ways to keep them off
missing children fliers,” Klaas added. “So we try to cut
instances of abduction, abuse, and neglect through a
variety of programs that pretty much touch all levels of
society.”

This includes dispelling the oft-repeated parental
warning about strangers. “Most kids are victimized by
someone they know,” he cautioned. “It doesn’t
necessarily have to be a stranger.” He cited this simple set
of rules for children to follow:
1. First, check with your parents and make sure they
know where you are.

Was it true that people

care more for a dead dog

than a missing child?

Or had I deluded myself

into believing that Leo

vs. Xiana was more

 than just apples and

oranges?
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Jeanette showed amazing presence of mind by
seeking refuge from a stranger. Her astute action may
very well have saved her life and at the very least spared
her a violent victimization as is illustrated by charges
initially filed against Cabral and his crazed, predatory
behavior. Although Jeanette’s courage defined the day
and Cabral remains in lock-up, her victory may be short-
lived, as prosecutors are preparing to dispatch Randall
Cabral back onto the streets to lurk and prey on San
Jose’s unsuspecting children.

Without the knowledge of Ms. Didway or her family,
Randall Cabral was allowed to plea bargain down to
attempted kidnapping, a felony that carries a maximum
penalty of two years and ten months, before factoring
time off for good behavior. A prosecutor apparently
intent on bolstering his résumé at the expense of public
safety decided to forgive the charges of vandalism,
battery on a police officer, possession of a dangerous
weapon, false imprisonment and resisting a police officer:
Crimes that should have guaranteed many years of
incarceration.

What do we say to Jeanette Didway? Soon she goes
to court to face her assailant, to present a victim impact
statement at his sentencing with full knowledge that he
may precede her onto the street.

Those of us who have paid the ultimate price for
child safety can only shake our heads in dismay as
Jeanette Didway is reduced to currency; currency for
career advancement and the currency that pays for a
criminal justice system willing to discard those it is
entrusted to protect. Instead of becoming another sad
statistic, Jeanette Didway learned from the past and let
instinct carry her to safety. Sadly, the prosecutor failed to
acknowledge the past, does not understand the present,
and jeopardizes the future.

To say that Jeanette Didway is to be admired is an
understatement, but to say that she will be better served
the next time evil smashes a window and tries to steal her
is folly. We must remain vigilant to ensure that the next
child is not also victimized by a system that is too
inclined to let criminals loose. Already, there are too
many ghosts and too many children’s faces framed in
“Missing” posters, smiling at us ironically from the pages
of newspapers and during evening newscasts to remind
us that it will happen again, sooner rather than later.

2. Be outside with another person.
3. Trust your feelings; if something doesn’t feel right, it
probably isn’t.
4. Put physical distance between yourself and what’s
making you feel bad.
5. Understand that there are strangers who can help you
—women, kids, police officers in uniform—and if you’re
in a store, a clerk or a security guard.

Klaas is determined to keep up the fight against child
abduction. “I cope because I can’t let the bad guy win
again,” he said. And therein lies the key? Leo was cute
and fluffy, but he was still a dog—and Polly Klaas was a
bright, beautiful little girl. A human being.

“I would hope that people will remember the next
time a child is stolen, that child has got to be a higher
priority,” said Klaas. “And that they’ll put the same
amount of money into a reward fund for a child that they
have put into a reward fund for a dog killing.”

This article first appeared in the Simi Valley Star. Wendy
Dager is a freelance writer and frequent contributor to the Star
Opinion Pages.

The following letter was sent to the KlaasKids Foundation
by the 7th and 8th grade classes of the Christian School of
San Marcos, in San Marcos, California.

Dear Marc Klaas,
My name is Renee Ptaszynski and I am in seventh
grade. I am writing to you on behalf of my seventh
and eighth grade class. In my class we read articles
about people such as yourself in a book about the 365
Most Influential People of the World. Lucky for me, I got
to pray for you and your foundation.

I am truly sorry about your daughter, Polly, and
her death. I am also happy for you and your wife and
your foundation.

My class heard that your foundation is completely
funded with donations, so we thought this money
enclosed might help. Good luck in all you do and with
your foundation.

God Bless,
Renee Ptaszynski

MARC’S MESSAGE
Cont. from page 1

KIDS GIVE A GIFT OF LOVE



JOIN THE FOUNDATION AND HELP FIGHT CRIME!
To join the KlaasKids Foundation, please fill out this form
and return it to the address below. Your tax-deductible
membership costs just $15.00 per year, and includes a
subscription to the quarterly Klaas Action Review, with news
and information, practical tips, events, and more.

Members may also receive:

❑  Information on starting a National Community
Empowerment program.

❑  Safety information for your children.

❑  Information about how to support legislation against
crime in your state.

❑  Other: ___________________________________

As a personal gift, you will also receive the Children’s
Identification Packet and a beautiful “Polly, We Love You”
pin, in memory of our inspiration, Polly Klaas.

Name: __________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

❑  Enclosed please find my tax-deductible donation of
$_________.

 ❑  Discover Card ❑  Visa          ❑  MasterCard

Credit card number is:  ___________________________

Expiration date: ___________________

Be sure to check out our website at http://www.klaaskids.org for
regular updates and information on child safety. Give us your
feedback!
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